
2/2/24, 8:47 AM We are halfway through the 2024 legislative session! Here's what you need to know: - Hannah Swogger - Outlook

about:blank 1/5

We are halfway through the 2024 legislative session! Here's what you need to know:

Sarah at MCCOY <sarah.kumfer@mccoyouth.org>
Fri 2/2/2024 8:08 AM
To:Hannah Swogger <hannah.swogger@mccoyouth.org>

Hello, Hannah!

Early next week brings us the 3rd reading deadlines for both the House and the Senate.
That means any House bills that have not passed through the House, and any Senate bills
that have not passed through the Senate, will die. Any surviving bills will then go through the
same review process in the opposite chamber.

Because of this deadline, lawmakers have been scrambling to hear as many bills as
possible to keep legislation moving, so it has been quite a busy week with lots of updates!
Read on to learn more about bills that are moving their way past the half-way point.

Have a great weekend,

Legislative issues from this week



2/2/24, 8:47 AM We are halfway through the 2024 legislative session! Here's what you need to know: - Hannah Swogger - Outlook

about:blank 2/5

 
Chronic Absenteeism
SB282, "Family Services to Prevent Truancy,"
received a hearing on Thursday in the Senate Education
and Career Development Committee. MCCOY joined
many other education advocates and submitted written
testimony opposing the punitive language in the bill that
would have opened students to the juvenile justice
system who were deemed habitually truant.
We were very pleased to see that lawmakers passed an
amendment to the bill to strip that punitive language out
and instead establish a summer study committee to
continue working on the issue and understand best
practices to support students and families who struggle
with school absenteeism.  
The amended bill passed out of the committee with a
vote of 13-0 and will now be sent to the full Senate for
further review.
 
Read more.

Child Care

SB2, "Child Care," passed out of the Senate this week with
a vote of 48-1. This bill will allow childcare workers access
to Child Care Development Fund vouchers to help them pay
for their own childcare expenses. It also will lower the
minimum age to be a childcare worker from 21 to 18 and
allow 16- and 17-year olds to work in childcare settings
under continuous supervision. Lastly, the bill will set up a
pilot program to explore child care micro facilities, which
would care for between three and 30 children in a
nonresidential setting, such as at a business.

The bill will now be sent to the House for further review.

Read more.

Special Education

HB1073, "Special Education," passed out of the House
this week with a vote of 73-24. If passed, this bill will require
school districts to place security cameras in their Special
Education classrooms in order to protect teachers and
students. This bill was filed in response to an instance of
abuse from a teacher and aide against a student last year
that was caught on camera. 
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Opponents are concerned about the costs that this
requirement will place on school in addition to concerns
about privacy, since some parents may not consent to their
child being recorded. 

The bill will now be sent to the Senate for further review.

Read more.

School Counselors

SB141, "Education Matters," passed out of the Senate
Education and Career Development committee earlier this
week with a vote of 13-0. If passed, this bill will require
schools to ensure that at least 85% of a school counselor's 
time performing their job duties is used to provide direct
services to students. 

School counseling advocates are supportive of the bill and
said that this will allow counselors to spend more of their
time on counseling-related activities, as opposed to non-
counseling related activities, across the state. They are also
hopeful that this may encourage other districts across the
state with poor student to counselor ratios to try to find
internal solutions to drive those ratios down.

The bill will now go to the full Senate for further review.

Read more. 

 

Student Use of Cellphones
SB185, "Student use of wireless communication
device" passed out of the Senate with a vote of 49-0
earlier this week. If passed, it will require school
corporations to adopt and implement a policy that
governs a students use of wireless communication
devices. In addition to cell phones, the bill will restrict
students from using tablets, laptops, and gaming devices
during instructional time unless approved by a teacher
for educational purposes. Supporters of the bill are
hopeful that the bill will decrease distractions in the
classroom.
 
The bill will now be sent to the House for further review.
 
Read more.
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Refreshment Stands
HB 1019, "Child Operated Refreshment Stands,"
passed out of the Commerce, Small Business, and
Economic Development committee this week and is
moving its way towards passing out of the House. If
passed, this bill will prohibit counties from regulating
lemonade stands, which are technically illegal under
current Indiana code. The author of the bill, Rep. Blake
Johnson, said "one of the first way kids are introduced to
business is through the truly American lemonade stand.
It’s an incubator for entrepreneurship."
 
The bill is now being discussed in the full House
chamber.
 
Read more. 

Substance use support

HB1053, "Test Strips," has passed out of the House with a
vote of 92-1 earlier this week. This bill will decriminalize test
strips that measure the strength, effectiveness, or purity of
a controlled substance. MCCOY is pleased to see that this
bill is moving forward, because these test strips are life
saving and can warn people if a drug is laced with fentanyl. 

HB1053 will now be referred to the Senate for further
review.

Read more.

Reproductive Healthcare

HB1426, "Long Acting Reversible Contraceptives"
passed out of the House Public Health Committee earlier
this week. If passed, this bill will require hospitals to ensure
that a person giving birth who also qualifies for Medicaid,
has the option of having a long acting reversible subdermal
contraceptive implanted after delivery and before the
person is discharged. 

HB1426 is now being discussed before the full House
chamber.

Youth Day at the Statehouse
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Presidents Day: February 19, 2024

Registration Deadline: February 11, 2024

Make sure you are registered to attend Youth Day at the
Statehouse before the registration deadline of February 11!

We are hoping to pack the Statehouse with young people
from across the state so that lawmakers know that youth
belong in the rooms where decisions are made, and youth
voices matter! If you haven't yet, register to attend today!

Click here for the agenda, information to know,
registration information, and resources to prepare
youth for the day.

Indiana Youth Institute's 2024 State of the Child

We are so excited to work alongside Indiana Youth Institute
to make Youth Day at the Statehouse a success!

IYI will be delivering their 2024 State of the Child
presentation and officially release the 2024 Kids Count Data
Book on February 19th from 10:30-11:30am in the House
Chamber at the Statehouse. 

The reliable, high-quality data and resources offered
through the 2024 Kids Count Data Book empowers and
equips leaders, policymakers, youth workers, and
advocates LIKE YOU with a go-to, trusted source to create
positive change for Indiana youth. 

Click here to let IYI know you plan on attending the
presentation! 

 
MCCOY

1375 W. 16th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202

United States

Forwarded this email and like what you see? Subscribe now.   
If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please

unsubscribe.
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