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Hi, friend!

The Indiana General Assembly reconvened for the 2023 legislative session on Monday at 1:30pm. This year is a long session, in which
case legislators will create the State Budget that will allocate funds for critical services and organizations in Indiana for the next
biennium. This week, legislators have been filing bills that they hope to pass during this session. A full list of bills can be found here. 

We hope that you will share this newsletter and we are excited for you to follow along with us as we advocate for children and families
in Indiana this year! This weekly newsletter will provide updates and explanations of important bills, alert you when bills are up for
important hearings, and provide you with opportunities for taking action.

Thanks for all you do to advocate for Hoosier children and families! 

 

State of the State
On Tuesday evening, Governor Holcomb gave his annual State of the State Address
where he highlighted his legislative priorities for the upcoming year. We are pleased to
see he supports increased funding for public health initiatives in our state to address
mental health supports and maternal and infant mortality. We are also excited to see his
priorities to increase funding for education so that teacher pay can continue to rise and
schools are provided with proper resources to help students thrive. He also hopes to
pass legislation that would waive school curriculum fees and automatically enroll eligible
students into the 21st Century Scholarship Program.

Click on the link below for his full address.

WATCH HERE

https://default.salsalabs.org/T56410d45-3906-4e19-a8af-e6ecc6e83d4d/d8d34007-0f10-4c2b-bf0b-4a6ba684e324
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tbf011c36-773b-41a0-9b68-4f22cb6d6cff/bc3835ee-2895-4340-b68f-231018e5eb2b
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Old issues are back
Every year, many similar bills are introduced as the previous year, perhaps because they
didn't pass or because legislators want to expand on a bill. This year, two legislative
issues from last year have reappeared:

Bills to politicize school board elections are back this year which would require school
board candidates to identify as a Republican, Democrat, or Independent. MCCOY
strongly opposes any bill that attempts to politicize school boards. Those elected to
serve on school boards should do so without inserting partisanship in how schools are
governed.

Additionally, a bill is back that would criminalize librarians and teachers for sharing
books that could be deemed offensive to parents. We oppose this bill, because this
could lead to censorship or book banning. MCCOY opposes any efforts to ban books
and supports the processes already in place for schools and libraries to address book
challenges.

 

Gender affirming care
Legislators have introduced several bills that harm LGBTQ youth by restricting gender
affirming care and supports. The Trevor Project reports that fewer than 1 in 3
transgender and nonbinary youth found their home to be gender-affirming and a little
more than half (51%) found their school to be affirming. The Trevor Project’s
research consistently finds that LGBTQ young people report lower rates of attempting
suicide when they have access to LGBTQ-affirming spaces. MCCOY opposes any bills
that attack LGBTQ rights in Indiana because we believe EVERY young person in
Indiana deserves the opportunity to thrive, learn, engage and contribute.

The bills we are specifically concerned about are HB1220, HB1231, and HB 1232.

Advocacy Resources
We have created several resources to help you become the best
advocate for children and families this legislative session. Learn
about how a bill becomes a law, how to testify on a bill, how to
communicate with legislators and more by clicking the link below!

MCCOY's Public Policy
Agenda
Each year our public policy agenda helps guide our advocacy
efforts in prioritizing issues that impact children, families, and
those who serve children and families. Read our full agenda by
clicking on the link below.

 

HB 1036 School
Board Elections

HB1074 School
Board Elections 

SB 12 Material
Harmful to

Minors

ACT NOW!

RESOURCES

https://default.salsalabs.org/T39de04da-1cc8-4575-8637-b71c1e6315de/64983a40-c293-4edd-8de3-f7b811a33a5e
https://default.salsalabs.org/Td845b6af-1927-4a25-8ba3-e7e82a058d7b/bd8b8018-7552-44e4-9287-0546366ce70d
https://default.salsalabs.org/T973590a9-7747-4065-a62f-84d95dc6c3ed/ce99dcbf-bacc-4d4f-9fa9-dbe8ccd47366
https://default.salsalabs.org/Ta931009b-4211-43d8-9db3-139d3e186682/1b802b8f-c46e-4d7d-9a15-63da28b6f98a
https://default.salsalabs.org/T7011e6fd-7f7e-41ed-95bd-6a0ef51392ac/2338b0d0-f87b-46d1-be3a-242f68742bb0
https://default.salsalabs.org/T5b4b9438-fc7b-47f8-9c56-edf438891e1a/a997beb8-b464-469b-9907-1907a41cfaad
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc2695a60-9d87-4680-8fea-8f34ad73e684/5306b0be-9521-47a6-b067-bd4a60a15281
https://default.salsalabs.org/Ta827d7ce-6d82-4099-bc5c-7216b1495b4b/7ec35ee1-8177-483f-aa29-fc2b43988a2d
https://default.salsalabs.org/T350b698b-a478-4670-91ff-32bb1913ccf3/d04bb952-86a0-4c33-83ec-2fc210232c7e
https://default.salsalabs.org/T5ef300d5-8ce2-4acc-a687-fa90930eb640/43883762-29f1-4c98-a3f0-c04951a9fc14
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Contact Us

Marion County Commission on Youth, Inc.
1375 W. 16th Street

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202
317-921-1266

info@mccoyouth.org

Unsubscribe or Manage Your Preferences

READ HERE

https://default.salsalabs.org/Tba99a8cf-d2fe-416c-b249-f55da13e0a2f/95656097-aca6-4131-bf77-64876d5d0a73

