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Investing in Youth Today, Improving Conditions Tomorrow


School Officials and Child Advocates Oppose Guns on School Property
SB 229 is being portrayed as legislation that is needed to protect law-abiding parents carrying guns who are transporting their kids to school.  What is not being discussed is that current law already specifies that a person transporting any other person to and from school and school functions is not committing a crime if legally possessing firearms in his or her motor vehicle. 

So what then, does SB 229 really do?  It would significantly increase access by children to guns while at school, day care, preschool, residential child care facilities and Head Start programs, and take all power away from schools and teachers to create gun free zones for the safety of their students and staff.  How would this happen?

1. SB 229 prohibits a school board from adopting a policy to prohibit school employees from bringing firearms to school parking lots, if the guns are locked away in a vehicle – not even permitting a policy that these guns be legally possessed, or that guns left in a car be unloaded.  This would also allow school bus owners contracting with the school to keep their firearms on the school bus. We are very concerned with increasing the access of our young people to loaded guns in the parking lots where they regularly gather.

2. Contrary to assertions, SB 229 would allow firearms inside school buildings, if that building is not being used exclusively for a school function.  It would no longer be illegal to bring guns into an alternative school for troubled teens at a mall, or to a preschool or day care housed in a business.

3. SB 229 completely decriminalizes possession of a firearm, by anyone other than an enrolled student, in the parking lots of schools, day cares, preschools, residential child care facilities, and Head Start programs. These are not the areas where we want our children to grab a shiny gun as a toy, take a gun to settle a dispute, or be in the line of fire. And some schools are especially high risk, including residential child care facilities where 64% of the population are adjudicated juvenile delinquents.

4. SB 229 almost completely decriminalizes leaving a gun in plain view on the seat of an unlocked car in school parking lots.  The misdemeanor in the bill only applies to school property, which now would NOT include parking lots of schools, day cares, preschools, residential child care facilities, and Head Start programs.  It protects irresponsible gun owners who leave loaded weapons unlocked and in plain view of children.

The Senate has never held a public hearing to hear and consider the consequences of this very serious change in the law. The new language, amended last week into SB 229, is not needed, and it presents a very real and present danger to our children, staff and the community at large. We beseech the General Assembly to remove this language from SB 229. 

Dr. Todd Bess, Executive Director, Indiana Association of School Principals

Dr. J.T. Coopman, Executive Director, Indiana Association of Public School Superintendents

Dr. Frank A. Bush, Executive Director, Indiana School Boards Association

Dr. Chuck Little, Executive Director, Indiana Urban School Association

John Elcesser, Executive Director, Indiana Non-Public Education Association

Teresa Meredith, President, Indiana State Teacher’s Association

Sally Sloan, Executive Director, American Federation of Teachers

Cathleen Graham, Executive Director, Indiana Association of Resident Child Care Facilities

John Brandon, Executive Director, Marion County Commission on Youth, Inc.

David Sklar, Director of Government Affairs, Jewish Community Relations Council

William Glick, President of the Children’s Coalition of Indiana

Sharon Pierce, President and CEO of The Villages and Prevent Child Abuse Indiana

T. Lynne Rump, CEO, Children & Family Services, Corp.

Diana Wallace, Executive Director, Indiana Association for Education of Young Children

Steven M. Garner, Chief, Indianapolis Public School Police Dept. 

For more information about SB229 and to oppose guns on school property, contact Kathy Williams at 
317-946-6493 or kmillwill@aol.com .  

MCCOY (Marion County Commission on Youth) is the youth services intermediary for central Indiana whose mission is to champion the positive development of youth through leadership on key issues and support of youth worker community. MCCOY’s vision is that every young person in central Indiana has opportunities to thrive, learn, engage and contribute.
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