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MCCOY Youth Advocate Honored Nationally for Volunteerism 

INDIANAPOLIS – Marion County Commission on Youth (MCCOY) prides itself on empowering young people to live, 
learn, engage and contribute in their communities. Through the Youth Advocacy Council (YAC), MCCOY encourages 
high school students to be an agent of change in regards to social issues like education, violence and the economy. 

One outstanding YAC member, Shanze Tahir, was honored for her significant volunteer work to prevent bullying 
among students. Tahir, 16, of Zionsville was named one of Indiana's top two 
youth volunteers of 2014 by The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, a 
nationwide program honoring young people for outstanding acts of 
volunteerism. The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, now in its 19th 
year, is conducted by Prudential Financial in partnership with the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals.  

Shanzes’ initiative for anti-bullying began when she testified for the anti-
bullying bill with the YAC in early 2013. “The other kids that I met while 
testifying really inspired me to do something about bullying, because I got to 
hear first-hand about all negativity that bullying brings into someone's life.”  

After this, Shanze applied for and received a grant from Youth Service America 
and the Festival of Children's Foundation to lead an anti-bullying project. 
Among many things, this grant gave her the opportunity to speak with 
Indiana congressman Joe Donnelly about anti-bullying in his Capitol Hill 
office. After this trip, Shanze started  work on an anti-bullying app, called 
Bullying Matters, which should be completed sometime this year. “MCCOY has 
been an integral part of my anti-bullying initiative. I would have never begun 
any of my efforts if it was not for the experience that MCCOY offered me.” 

Students with ideas on how to create solutions to issues facing youth can apply to be a part of MCCOY’s YAC by 
contacting Ceceily Brickley at cbrickley@mccoyouth.org or 317-921-1263. More information about YAC can be 
found at www.mccoyouth.org/advocacy/youth-advocacy-council.html.  

MCCOY (Marion County Commission on Youth) is the youth services intermediary for central Indiana whose mission is to 
champion the positive development of youth through leadership on key issues and support of youth worker community. MCCOY’s 
vision is that every young person in central Indiana has opportunities to thrive, learn, engage and contribute. 
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