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Young People – the Faces of Summer Programs - are Honored at Awards Ceremony
What:

2015 Excellence in Summer Service Education Award Ceremony
When:

Friday, September 4, 2015 at 6 p.m.
Where:

North United Methodist Church (38th & Meridian)

INDIANAPOLIS - Across our community this past summer, a special group of young people got a unique and exceptional experience in the world of work---they spent their summer working hard to make sure that thousands of children had a safe place to go every day by serving as junior camp counselors and summer staff members at youth programs all around our city that are funded by the Summer Youth Program Fund (SYPF). 

Through the Excellence in Summer Service Education Awards (ESSEA) organized by MCCOY (Marion County Commission on Youth), SYPF gifts a $1,000 educational stipend to 20 of these deserving youth workers. A group of seven committee members review applications sent in by youth workers throughout central Indiana and select award recipients. The recipients are made up of six high school students and 14 college students that represent 15 different youth programs.

Award recipient, Olivia Belles a camp counselor at CYO Camp Rancho Framasa, sees a lot of value in the work she completed this summer. “Summer camps provide an opportunity for young children to be exposed to diversity and what it means to be inclusive.” Belles a 21  year old student with University of Southern Indiana says “Campers get a chance to meet and share a common experience with peers of all abilities, shapes, and sizes.”

Thanks to the dedication and hard work of these high school and college aged students, our children---over 30,000 of them--had opportunities to learn to dance, to read good books, to create art projects, to experience hands on science, and to learn how to swim.  With the guidance provided by these outstanding young workers, our children learned how to get along better with others, to resolve conflicts, to communicate better, to solve problems, and to work in teams to achieve a goal. And all the time, these tireless young people surrounded our children with respect, caring, positive discipline, enthusiasm, and genuine joy.

Yeimi Guillen with Felege Hiywot Center and a student at Broad Ripple High School had a major impact on the youth he worked with. “I got to work with a wonderful kid who I watched blossom day by day. At first he was used to people giving up on him. I helped him understand that it’s not good to give up so easily, especially on himself. At the end of the camp, he told me I was his role-model.” 

It wasn’t only the children who benefitted---each one of these young workers gained as well.  They learned things like taking responsibility for carrying out their duties in a quality fashion; the importance of working together; how to be flexible, adaptable, patient, and calm under pressure; how to communicate with supervisors, co-workers, and parents; and especially how to focus on the needs of the children in their care instead of their own needs. 

When asked how working in a summer youth program has impacted her, Krista Johnson a student at Indiana Academy and counselor with Felege Hiywot Center said “It has brought out my compassion and has made me want to help others and be more empathetic, open-minded and understanding towards people and their actions.” 

Gail Thomas Strong, Vice President of Community Engagement at WFYI Public Media and ESSEA reviewer said of the award winners “Many sound wise beyond their years, have gained important insights into their strengths and gifts, and offered important encouragement to children who come to camps.”
In partnership with MCCOY, WFYI will award all ESSEA applicants American Graduate Champion certificates and will celebrate the winner’s work through its American Graduate initiative. 

2015 Excellence in Summer Service Education Award Recipients:

Olivia Belles               
CYO Camp Rancho Framasa
Sandeep Chera          
Mary Rigg Neighborhood Center
Allison Chew              
Indianapolis Algebra Project
Gabriel Clark           
John H Boner Community Center
Kasey Cross                
DirectEmployers Foundation STEM Yes!
Madison Eckert         
Mary Rigg Neighborhood Center
Liwam Gebreslassie  
Concord Neighborhood Center
Danielle Graves         
Fletcher Place Community Center
Yeimi Guillen             
Felege Hiywot Center
Rachel Huff                
Fountain Square Salvation Army
Krista Johnson           
Felege Hiywot Center
Matthew Lipke          
Fletcher Place Community Center
Judith Medina           
Young Innovators Quest
Johnathan Miers       
Boys & Girls Club LeGore Unit
Claire Murphy           
Marian University Summer Learning Institute
Kayla Rainey              
Anglican Cathedral Church of the Resurrection                                                   
Jeffrey Roche             
Southeast Community Services
Jase Smith                  
Concord Neighborhood Center
Marcquell Wilson      
Zion Hill Summer Enrichment
Alexandria Wirth       
John H Boner Community Center

MCCOY (Marion County Commission on Youth) is the youth services intermediary for central Indiana whose mission is to champion the positive development of youth through leadership on key issues and support of youth worker community. MCCOY’s vision is that every young person in central Indiana has opportunities to thrive, learn, engage and contribute.
The Summer Youth Program Fund is a partnership of 10 area grant-making bodies. It seasonally funds local nonprofits that provide much-needed safe, engaging summer fun to thousands of Marion County youth - like recreation, camping, arts, academics, college and job readiness, and cultural enrichment. For more information, visit: www.summerprogramfund-indy.org.
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